
Nicholas P. Godici will be giving his perspective on the USPTO plans to 
address backlogs, expand electronic government, improve examination quality, 
implement changes to practice and procedures, and deal with international 
harmonization.  

Mr. Godici recently started at Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP after 
serving for five years as the Commissioner for Patents and as the Acting Under 
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Director at the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO).  As Commissioner, Mr. Godici was 
responsible for all aspects of the patent granting process for the United States 
and managed over 5000 employees and an annual budget of over $700 million.  
He was appointed to the position in 2000, before joining BSKB in 2005. 

Mr. Godici has over 30 years experience in intellectual property rights 
protection, including over 20 years of organizational management and leadership 
experience at the United States Patent and Trademark Office. He has 
represented the United States in a number of international negotiations involving 
intellectual property issues and agreements with other countries. He has also 
testified before the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet, and 
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Date/Time/Location: 

April 19,  2005 
11:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

San Diego Marriott Del Mar 
11966 El Camino Real 
Del Mar, California 
 

Notes: 

This meeting is at the Del Mar Marriot. 

This is a lunch meeting. 

Speaker:  Nicholas P. Godici 

Directions: 
I-5 to Del Mar Heights Road; 

Turn right on Del Mar Heights Road; 
Turn right on High Bluff Drive; 

Make a right on El Camino Real  

Stop at 11966 El Camino Real 
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SDIPLA News 

Special points of interest: 

• SDIPLA will host a dinner meeting on 
May 26, 2005 featuring a panel 
discussion on current IP issues with 
the Honorable Rudi M. Brewster (S.D. 
Cal.) and the Honorable James Ware 
(N.D. Cal.), which will include a 
discussion on claim construction 
procedures.  Don’t miss this lively 
d i sc uss i on  w h er e  aud i enc e 
participation is strongly encouraged by 
the judges for the question and 
answer session that will follow.  Please 
start thinking of everything you’ve 
always wanted to ask a judge but were 
afraid to say in court! 

• Sign-up sheets to be a Mentor for the 
new SDIPLA Mentor Program will be 
available at the meeting and on-line 
(www.sdipla.com). 
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APRIL LUNCH MEETING: 
 

“Hot Issues at the USPTO” 

April 19, 2005 SDIPLA Lunch (MCLE 1hr) 
“Hot Issues at the USPTO”  
By NICHOLAS P. GODICI 

Executive Advisor 
Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP 

Continued on p. 2 



Intellectual Property on a variety of intellectual property issues such as business 
methods patents and USPTO operations. He served as Acting Under Secretary 
of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Acting Director of the USPTO from 
January to December 2001. 

 Education 
 • Pennsylvania State University 
 B.S., Engineering Mechanics, 1972. 

 • The Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse  
 University 
 Certificate of Advanced Public Management, 1999. 

 Professional Affiliations And Awards 
 • Elected fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA) 

2001. 

 • Outstanding Engineering Alumni, Pennsylvania State University, 2002 

 • Member of the Industrial and Professional Advisory Committee for the 
College of Engineering at Pennsylvania State University, 2001-2003. 

 • Named “one of the most important people in intellectual property” by 
Legal Times Magazine in 2001. 

 • Awarded a bronze and two silver medals from the United States 
Department of Commerce. 

 Publications 
 • “Supporting a Knowledge Based Economy” Software Patents, Managing 

Intellectual Property Magazine, Innovation and Invention Focus 2004. 
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April 19, 2005 Lunch (MCLE 1hr) 

 
“Hot Issues at the USPTO” 

 
Speaker:   

Nicholas P. Godici 
  

Volume 6, Issue 6 April 2005 

Page 2 

SDIPLA 
Board of Directors 

President 
Vicki G. Norton, Ph.D. 

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati LLP 
858 350-2305 

vnorton@wsgr.com 

Vice President 
Kent M. Walker 

Cooley Godward, LLP 
858 550-6065 

walkerkm@cooley.com 
 

Secretary 
Thomas E. Coverstone 

858 336-8620 
patpend@sbcglobal.net  

Treasurer 
 Robert W. Prince 

Salmedix, Inc. 
 858 622-5050 

rprince@salmedix.com 
 

Immediate Past President 
Mark Wieczorek, Ph.D. 

Innercool Therapies, Inc. 
858 677-6390 

markw@innercool.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Thomas E. Coverstone 

Webmaster 
Tobey Tam 

ATTENTION NEW MEMBERS 

If you are interested in applying for membership, please fill out the 
form located at:   

http://www.sdipla.com/SDIPLA_ New_Member_Application2004_2005.doc  

and mail in the form with your membership dues to Tom Coverstone.   



Dinner Choice: 

F  Salmon 

F  Chicken 

F  Pasta 

NOTE MEAL PRICES 
 

$40.00 SDIPLA Member 
 

$45.00 Non-Member 

 “Hot Issues at the USPTO” 
By NICHOLAS P. GODICI 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FRIDAY, JANUARY 17, 2003 

Volume 6, Issue 1                  September  2004 

 
Due to the large number of attendees 
expected at this event, the SDIPLA is 
again requesting Pre-Registration and 
Pre-Payment. 
 
To reserve your place, please fill out the 
below registration, indicate your meal 
choice, and send it WITH YOUR CHECK 
MADE PAYABLE TO ‘SDIPLA’ to: 
 

Thomas E. Coverstone 
SDIPLA Secretary 

c/o Jeanette Olivera 
12730 High Bluff Dr., Suite 400 

San Diego, CA  92130 
(858) 336-8620 

Fax:  (858) 350-6111 
patpend@sbcglobal.net 

 
Please include Jeanette Olivera 

(jolivera@townsend.com) on all e-mail 
reservations. 

REMINDERS 
 

• Please mail, fax, or e-mail your 
reservation to Thomas Coverstone at 
the address, fax, or e-mail address 
indicated for receipt no later than 
noon on Thursday, April 14,  2005. 

• The reservation deadline is  
dictated by the hotel and not by the 
SDIPLA. 

• This program has been approved for 
MCLE credit by the State Bar of 
California in the amount of one (1.0) 
unit. 

Name:   ________________________________           E-Mail Address:  ____________________________ 

Firm/Employer:    _________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number:  __________________________   

Member of SDIPLA?  (circle one)    YES     NO 

Reservation Form for April 19, 2005 Meeting 

Registration 

Please fill out a separate form 
for each attendee. 
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Tuesday 
April 19, 2005 

San Diego Marriott Del Mar 
11966 El Camino Real, Del Mar 

Registration starts at 11:45 a.m.  
Lunch starts at 12:00 p.m. 

Presentation starts at 12:15 p.m. 

The Menu 

Comida Mexicana Buffet including: 

Smoked Chicken & Black Bean Soup 

Create Your Own Fajitas 

Smokey Chipotle Caesar Salad 
Mixed Greens w/ Tomatoes, Olives, Roasted Corn, 

Cucumbers, Red & Green Peppers, & Tortilla 
Crisps (Red Wine Vinaigrette) 

Crispy Tortilla Chips with Fresh Salsa &  

Guacamole 

Four Cheese Enchilada w/Red Chili Sauce 

Refried Beans & Spanish Rice 

Freshly Brewed Coffee & Select Herbal Teas 

RESERVATION DEADLINE IS 12:00 NOON, APRIL 14, 2005 
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ARTICLES: If you have an article for the newsletter, please send it to Tom Coverstone, 4130 La Jolla Village 
Drive, #107-121, La Jolla, California 92037, phone:  (858) 336-8620, fax: (858) 350-6111. 
 
DUES: To pay or renew your membership dues:  Please use the form on the web page, and send the form via 
mail or fax to Tom Coverstone. 
 
SPONSORSHIP:  If your firm or company is interested in sponsoring a meeting, please contact Tom Coverstone. 

Applications for SDIPLA Membership 
 
The following individuals have applied for SDIPLA membership.  Active Members may oppose membership 
status to these individuals by lodging a formal notice of opposition.  The opposition must include relevant 
grounds for disqualification and should be submitted to the Secretary on or before before February 28, 2005. 
 
Mark Blake   Carol Harris    Andrew Schwaab 
Jerome Brekken  Kenneth E. Jenkins   Laura Sosa 
Angelo J. Castellino  Jesus Juanos I Timoneda  Jonathan Spangler 
Dennis A. Duchene  Thomas N. Millikan   Bill Tubis 
David Fortner  Eileen N. Nucho 
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SDIPLA COMMITTEES:  SDIPLA has Amicus, Awards, Editorial, Events, and Sponsorship 
committees.  Please contact an officer if you are interested in joining a committee.  Go to the 
SDIPLA website at www.sdipla.org for more information about these committees and SDIPLA. 

 



BTCI Patent Toolbar BTCI Patent Toolbar –– your ultimate patent download tool! your ultimate patent download tool!  

 

• Retrieve any US, EP, WO, JP patents and many other European countries’ patents 

• Save each downloaded patent in a PDF file 

• Retrieve as many patents as you want at any time you want!  

• So easy to use - simply input patent numbers and/or published patent application 
numbers and/or priority number, and then click Grab!  

• Seamless integrated with Internet Explorer and Windows Explorer 

• No monthly/annual subscription fees. No other hidden fees.  

• Free software upgrade and technical support within one year of purchase 

 Contact BAO TECHNOLOGY & CONSULTING INC at BTCI@cox.net for 15 day 
free trial software. 

We respect your privacy. If you do not wish to receive our product information, 
please reply to BTCI@cox.net with “unsubscribe” in the subject. We will remove 
your name from our email list promptly. 

This Announcements section is designed to better serve the needs of the membership.  This page 
may be used to advertise for positions offered or desired, as well as to provide a forum for 
announcements of interest to the San Diego IP community.  Please contact Tom Coverstone if you 
would like to place an ad or announcement.   

Announcements  

Volume 6, Issue 6 April 2005 

The SDIPLA does not endorse third party products. 
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Date Event Speaker/Topic 

April 19, 2005 SDIPLA lunch  meeting Nicholas P. Godici, Executive Advisor at Birch, Stewart, Kolasch 
& Birch, LLP on Hot Issues at the USPTO. 

May 26, 2005 SDIPLA meeting Judge’s Panel Discussion (topic to be determined) 

MAIL REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT TO: 
Thomas E. Coverstone 
SDIPLA Secretary 
4130 La Jolla Village Drive 
#107-121 
La Jolla, CA  92037 

Visit SDIPLA on the Web at: 
www.sdipla.com 


